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Get Our Daily Digest


The Afloat daily newsletter highlights the best of our editors' picks, as well as the latest content from other popular sections of our website.

View Previous Editions Here
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Vendee Globe Sailing Race News 























Vendée Globe Fleet Led by Jérémie Beyou (Charal) 



8th November 2020 
Vendee Globe



A sea mist shrouding the start zone off Les Sables d’Olonne held up the start of the ninth edition of the Vendée Globe, the solo non-stop round the world race, for nearly one hour and 20 minutes. But for their… 




 















Record 33 Skippers Set for Vendee Globe Race Start Today (LIVESTREAM Here) 



8th November 2020 
Vendee Globe



When the ninth edition of the Vendée Globe solo non-stop race around the world starts from Les Sables d’Olonne on the French Atlantic coast today at 1302hrs French time, the usual, huge partisan local crowds will be absent. The global… 




 

















Will it Be Just 60 Days for Flying New IMOCA 60s in Vendee Globe Circuit? 



7th November 2020 
W M Nixon



Make no splash, leave no trace, tame the turbulence, and THEN JUST FLY…..That's the thinking which underlines the very latest manifestations of the IMOCA 60, which are expected to lead the fleet of 33 sailing machines in the 24,296 miles… 




 















Latest IMOCA Technology Advances Expected to Deliver New Vendée Globe Record Time 



5th November 2020 
Vendee Globe



The Vendée Globe will likely see a new record time set in the edition which starts this Sunday 8 November, with Hugo Boss skipper Alex Thomson suggesting a finish “between 59 and 70 days depending on the weather”. Such a… 




 

















Marcus Hutchinson of Kinsale & Howth in the Thick of it in Vendee Globe Management 



31st October 2020 
W M Nixon



Marcus Hutchinson has been having a good Autumn in his role as a sort of benign marine Svengali with an Irish flavour, operating largely behind the scenes at the sharp end of the French big-time offshore racing scene. But it… 




 















Cape Horners Launch Register of Solo Circumnavigations 



29th October 2020 
Solo Sailing



As 33 potential Cape Horners prepare for the start of the 9th Vendée Globe solo non-stop round the world race from Les Sables d’Olonne on November 8, The International Association of Cape Horners (IACH) has taken on the mantle of… 




 

















Vendée Globe Race Start Still on Course for November 8th But No Public Allowed, Race Village to Close 



29th October 2020 
Vendee Globe



Following France's national lockdown measures announced by the President of the French Republic last night as part of the fight against Covid-19, the Vendée Globe Race Village will be closed to the public from Friday, October 30th. The start of… 




 















Record Vendee Globe IMOCA 60 Fleet On Show in Start Village in Les Sables d’Olonne 



17th October 2020 
Vendee Globe



The impressive scale of the record-sized fleet of IMOCA 60 yachts which will take the start line of the ninth edition of the Vendée Globe solo race round the world on Sunday, November 8th was obvious today in Les Sables… 




 

















High Profile Sailing Events like the Rolex Middle Sea Race Need to Become Invisible if Sailing is to Continue Through Pandemic 



17th October 2020 
Middle Sea Race



People have been unobtrusively getting on with sailing in many places during the pandemic, determinedly maintaining social distance afloat and ashore, reducing their interaction with outsiders to such a minimum it's almost non-existent, and doing it all thoughtfully, with properly-located… 




 















Line Honours for Mikey Ferguson on Pip Hare's 'Medallia' in Lonely Rock Race 



19th August 2020 
Vendee Globe



Belfast Lough's Mikey Ferguson found the Lonely Rock Race on Pip Hare's Open 60, Medallia, shorter than planned due to the impending storm. The race director decided to shorten the course with the turn at Wolf Rock off Land's End… 




 

















Belfast Lough's Mikey Ferguson Joins Pip Hare's IMOCA Medallia Campaign 



15th August 2020 
Vendee Globe



Northern Ireland sailor Mikey Ferguson from Bangor in County Down has joined Pip Hare's IMOCA campaign and they will start the Lonely Rock Race tomorrow (Sunday 16th August), from near Ryde in the Eastern Solent in Medallia. As well as being… 




 















Alex Thomson Back on the Water & Sights Set on Vendee Globe 2020 (Video) 



15th June 2020 
Vendee Globe



Alex Thomson has returned to the water onboard HUGO BOSS, the boat which he hopes will lead him to victory in the 2020 Vendee Globe. Thomson who has strong links to Cork Harbour and is a former Afloat Sailor of… 




 

















2020 Vendée Globe Start Is Confirmed for 8 November 



10th June 2020 
Vendee Globe



Organisers of the Vendée Globe have confirmed the start of this year’s event will take place Sunday 8 November off Sables d’Olonne. As reported last month on Afloat.ie, the Vendée Council and SAEM Vendée had hoped to maintain that date… 




 















Visually Impaired Sailing Body Announces Vendee Globe Sailor Pip Hare as Patron 



28th May 2020 
Vendee Globe



The Visually Impaired Sailing Association (VISA-GB) today announced that Pip Hare the respected sailor and Vendee Globe competitor has become the Patron of the Association. VISA-GB is unique amongst disabled sailing charities because the majority of its board of trustees… 




 

















2020 Vendee Globe Will Start On 8th November 



13th May 2020 
Vendee Globe



Preparations for the start of the next Vendee Globe are going ahead in an uncertain context in terms of public health and the economy. The Vendee Council and the SAEM Vendee are doing their utmost in conjunction with all the… 




 















Vendee Globe Race Decision Due in June, Says French Boss 



8th May 2020 
Vendee Globe



Vendee Globe solo round the world race boss said this week a 'final decision' will be made about the November start of France's 'Everest of sailing' next month due to COVID-19 concerns. Yves Auvinet, chairman of the SAEM Vendée told… 
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The 2024 Vendée Globe Race

A record-sized fleet of 44 skippers are aiming for the tenth edition of the Vendée Globe: the 24,296 nautical miles solo non-stop round-the-world race from Les Sables d’Olonne in France, on Sunday, November 10 2024 and will be expected back in mid-January 2025.

Vendée Globe Race FAQs




How many entries are there in the 2020 Vendée Globe Race?





33 participants.









How many women are in the 2020 Vendée Globe Race?





Six women (Alexia Barrier, Clarisse Cremer, Isabelle Joschke, Sam Davies, Miranda Merron, Pip Hare).









How many countries are racing in the 2020 Vendée Globe Race?





Nine nations (France, Germany, Japan, Finland, Spain, Switzerland, Australia, and Great Britain)









Is Ireland racing in the 2020 Vendée Globe Race?





After much speculation following Galway man Enda O’Coineen’s 2016 race debut for Ireland, there were as many as four campaigns proposed at one point, but unfortunately, none have reached the start line.









What is the Vendee Globe Race? 





The Vendée Globe is a sailing race round the world, solo, non-stop and without assistance. It takes place every four years and it is regarded as the Everest of sailing. The event followed in the wake of the Golden Globe which had initiated the first circumnavigation of this type via the three capes (Good Hope, Leeuwin and Horn) in 1968.









What is the Vendée Globe Race record time to beat? 





The record to beat is Armel Le Cléac’h 74 days 3h 35 minutes 46s set in 2017. Some pundits are saying the boats could beat a sub-60 day time.









How many miles is the Vendée Globe Race? 





The number of theoretical miles to cover is 24,296 miles (45,000 km).









How many sails does each IMOCA boat carry? 





A maximum of eight sails.









What is an IMOCA 60?





The IMOCA 60 ("Open 60"), is a development class monohull sailing yacht run by the International Monohull Open Class Association (IMOCA). The class pinnacle events are single or two-person ocean races, such as the Route du Rhum and the Vendée Globe.









How many previous winners are competing in the 2020 Vendée Globe Race?





Zero past winners are competing but two podiums 2017: Alex Thomson second, Jérémie Beyou third. It is also the fifth participation for Jean Le Cam and Alex Thomson, fourth for Arnaud Boissières and Jérémie Beyou.









Who is the youngest competitor in the 2020 Vendée Globe Race?





The youngest on this ninth edition of the race is Alan Roura, 27 years old.









Who is the oldest competitor in the 2020 Vendée Globe Race? 





The oldest on this ninth edition is Jean Le Cam, 61 years old.









How many of the 33-boat Vendée Globe fleet are first-timers? 





Over half the fleet are debutantes, totalling 18 first-timers.









How does the Vendée Globe 2020 race start?





The start procedure begins 8 minutes before the gun fires with the warning signal. At 4 minutes before, for the preparatory signal, the skipper must be alone on board, follow the countdown and take the line at the start signal at 13:02hrs local time. If an IMOCA crosses the line too early, it incurs a penalty of 5 hours which they will have to complete on the course before the latitude 38 ° 40 N (just north of Lisbon latitude). For safety reasons, there is no opportunity to turn back and recross the line. A competitor who has not crossed the starting line 60 minutes after the signal will be considered as not starting. They will have to wait until a time indicated by the race committee to start again. No departure will be given after November 18, 2020, at 1:02 p.m when the line closes.









When will the Vendée Globe 2020/2021 race finish? 





The first boat could be home in sixty days. Expect the leaders from January 7th 2021 but to beat the 2017 race record they need to finish by January 19 2021.









What is the cost of an IMOCA 60?




Today, building a brand new IMOCA generally costs between 4.2 and €4.7million, without the sails but second-hand boats that are in short supply can be got for around €1m.
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Get Our Daily Digest


The Afloat daily newsletter highlights the best of our editors' picks, as well as the latest content from other popular sections of our website.

View Previous Editions Here
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Popular Sailing Stories


	




 



New Irish-Language TV Series Follows Epic Kayaking Adventure Along North Coast















	




 



Royal St. George Melges 15 Crew in the Mix After Day One of the Cascais Winter Series















	




 



National Yacht Club to Host Second Annual Student Match Racing Invitational This Month















	




 



Irish 49er Skiff Sailors Gear up for 49er Class World Championship and Olympic Selection Trials















	




 



Nick Craig Wins Sixth OK Dinghy World Title in Brisbane


















 



Vendee Globe 2024 Key Figures

	10th edition
	Six women (vs six in 2020)
	16 international skippers (vs 12 in 2020)
	11 nationalities represented: France, United Kingdom, Switzerland, Germany, Italy, Belgium, Hungary, Japan, China, USA, New Zealand (vs 9 in 2020)
	18 rookies (vs 20 in 2020)
	30 causes supported
	14 new IMOCAs (vs 9 in 2020)
	Two 'handisport' skippers







At A Glance - Vendee Globe 2024

The 10th edition will leave from Les Sables d’Olonne on November 10, 2024
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UK Sailmakers Ireland Are Working Hard to Get You Out Early. It’s Coming Up Soon and We Want You to Get the Most of Your 2024 Season. So Get Out Early!















	




 



Clayton Love Jnr 1929-2024















	




 



Classic Yacht Dublin Bay 24 Zephyra To Be Launched In June, Re-Born in Maine















	




 



Uniformed and Frontline Services Gather at Royal Cork Yacht Club for Volvo Cork Week Beaufort Cup 2024















	




 



DMYC Unveils Bench in Memory of Marine Journalist Arthur Reynolds
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